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ACKNOWLEGDEMENTS

ThesincereappreciationoftheWaterCommissioneras

expressed to Mr. Dee Hansen, state Engineer for the state of

Utah, and his fine staff of personel at the State Office'

SpecialthanksgoestoMr'BobGuy'AreaEng5-neerandStanley

Adams for the Uintah Basin Area' for their cooperation and

assistance j.n the distribution and interpetation of the water

rights involved in the Ashley creek Distribution system'

Thanks is also made to the Excutive committee' composed

ofrepresentativesfromthevarlouscompanysinvolved.Mr.
ArchieDeeJenkins,representingtheAshleyValleyReservoir

Company, Ml.. Marvj.n Jackson, representing t'he Ashley Upper

Irrigation company, and the Central Office' MF' Colton

McKeachnie, representing the Highline Canal Company' l'1r'

charles Morrison, representing the Rock Point canal Company'

Mr Boyd workman, representing the Island Ditch company' Mr'

Ralph walker, representing the Ashley central Irrigation

company, and the central Office, MI.. MOrgan HaII, representing

the Dry Fork Irrigation comp€,Illr The upper creek users, the

Iulosby Users, and Mr. Joe Dodds, representing the Dodds Ditch'

Mr. Glen Anderson, and his fine staff in the Vernal

U.S.G;S. Office, MF. L.Y. Siddoway, and his staff at the

uj.ntah water conservancy District office, l'[F. Bryant Brady'

of the Soil Conservati6n Service, and all others who helped

j-nanyw3fltheCommi.ssionerexpresseshisappreciation.

* ****** ***** ** ***** ******** *****



ASHLEY CREEK DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

61 EAST MAIN

VERNAL, UTAI{ 84078

Hon. George E. Ballif
Fourth Judicial Dlst,rict
Uintah County Courthouse

Vernal, Utah 84078

Dear Sir:

In accordance with the authority by the ORDER APPOINTING

COMMISSIONER, dated June 22, L982 and filed as part of Civil
No. L8, now Civil No. 3L97, in the Uintah County Courthouse

at Vernal, Utah I, submit herewith the report on the

Distribution of the Waters of Ashley Creek Distribution
System for the year L982.

Davi.d R. Rasmussen

Water Commissioner

ctfully Yours,
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At the annual meeting of Ashley Creek Distribution System,
the followi.ng budget and issessment distribution was approved.
your share will ba listed in the lower section by individual or
company. These amounts are due and payable at the system office,
located at 61 East Main, Vernal, Utah 84078 by mail or in
person. Amounts set opposite each alnount should be paid by
June I, L982

BUDGET
Commissioner's SalarY
Matching Socj-al Securj-tY
Mileage and Auto Allowance
Commissioner Report
Bonds and Insurance Premi-um
System Equipment
Office Rent
Deputy Commissioner' s SalarY
Miscellaneous Reserve

1982 ASSESSMENT BREAIOOWN BY COMPANY OR INDIVIDUAL

PRII\4ARY USERS
1. Ashley Upper lrrigation Company .327 2697'75
2. Colton oilch company .036 297 'OO
3. Steinaker Ditch -O2 L65.00
4. Ashley Central lrrigatj-on .335 2763'75
5. Hardy Ditch Company (Inc. in Ash}ey Central lrrigation)
6. Island Ditch Company .074 610'50
7. Dodds Ditch ComPanY .01 82'50
8. Rock Point Cana1 .198 1633'50

7200.00
425.00

3500.00
400 .00
50.00

200.00
300 .00
500 .00

2425.0O
15, 000 .00

ALL OTHER
1. Ashley VaIleY Reservoir
2. Uintah Water Conservancy

INDIVIDUAL USERS

20%
District L5%

.25

.10

.05

.25

.05

.05

.05

.05

.05

.05

.05

3000.00
1875.00

375.00
150.00
75.00.

375.00
75.00
75.00
75.00
75.00
75.00
75.00
?5.00

15, 000 .00

A. Highline Canal ComPanY
B. Dry Fork Irrigation ComPanY
C. Gerald Clark
D. Mosby lrrigation
E. Pitt Ditch ComPanY
F. Duane T. Johnson
c. Morgan MerkIeY
H. Lester Hullinger
I. Henry Peltier
J. -V- Ranch
K. Rex Gardiner Estate

GRAND TOTAL OF ASSESSMENTS FOR ]-982
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Hugh 1[. Colcon
Aitorney for Petitioner
55 East llain Street
Vernal, Utah 84078
801-789 -L664

IN THE FOURTI{ JUDICIAL

IN ATiD

DISTRTCT COURT OI' THE STATE OF UTAI{

FOR UINTA}T COI]NTT

EBENEZER G.. DEFRIEZ, €t 81- '
. Pl-aintiff s,

-vs-

AS}ILEY CENTRAL IRRIGATION CO. ,
' et a1,. ,

Defendants,

iiensrxrrn cHADwrcK, ET AL-,
it'!l Intervenors,ilti :
itrr aDd
ii
il
ilasiilgv vALLEY RESERVOTR colPANY,
iirr-lrirso sTATES BUREAU or REcLr#lATroN, :

linicinrms cAliAL couPAlsy, DRY FoRK
llrruucarroN co. , JuNioR IffiRKLEYT :

iinavrn RASMUSSEN, llosBY rIu(lGATroN
iico. . prrr DrrcH co. , sr[lNAI<ER Drrcu :

licc - . H.nalv Drrcn co . , DoDDs DrrcH
lico-. i,gsrun HULLTNcER, DttYAlrg r. ,2

II;OU'.'*SOX. MORGAN }"TERIGEY, WILLIAM H.
iiinn lrttGER. REx cARDNER, I{E}{RY PELTTER;
liand GLEE c. PIILTIER, VIRTUS MCCOI{I(IE,
iisanrg Mccoi'iKrg EsrATE, AR'us cAlDi^rELL :
ii-*"r r Ay.rpri'xroF nar.niJTiT.T^ Tsi-AND DITCI{-liand LAWRXT{CE CALDI4IELL, ISI.AND DITC}I,

iicolrot: DrTCI{, and GERALD CLARK, 2

Defendants. :

The Peririon of Ralph I{alker, chair:man of the Ashley

I{ater Users Executive Comittee, rePresenting all of the

of the waters of' AshLey Creek and its tribritaries, eeine

e the Court for hearing ttre 22nd day of June, 1982, for the

ntnent of a l,Jat.er Corymissioner for the year beginning April

,l"g8? ald ending Aprii 6,.1983, and for direcE.ions frona chis Court

concerning the disrribution of the waters of the Ashl-ey Creek for

the entire te:m.

The reporr of the Co'rnnissioners. for.the year 19BL-19E3

having been .drly f iled herein and it appearin8, *o be a compLece.

and accurate rePort is hereby approved by the Court.

ORDER APPOINTING
IdATER CO}'IMISSIONER
roR 1982 r.983

CiviL No. 3197

Creek

users

befor

appci
't'
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The Court having considered Ehe recotmendarion of the

Executive ConnitUee of the Ashley Creek tlater Users that

David Rasmussen be appointed as Water Comnissioner for the year

beginning April 7, 1982 and ending April 5, 1983, .and no other

recomnendations having been made and it appearing to the Court

that David Rasmussen, by reason of the years of his past experi-

ence, should be appointed as Hater Corsnissioner for Ashl-ey Creek:

1: . Thae all the users of the water of Ashley Creek and

ics tributaries heretofore made parties to this action have been

given 6ue notice through their chosen rePreseatatives for the tine

by the laws of the Scate of Utah'

Z. ThaE rhis Court has jurisdiction of the <iistribucion

of the waters of Ashley creek and its tributaries' by reason of

the Decree enEered herein on Novenber L7 , .L897, dividing the

waters of AshLey Creek and setting forth the resPective rights of

lthe parties to said action in and to the vraters of Ashley creek

and its tributaries,'which Decree has been amended to incLude

gater rights claimed by other Persons since the date of said

Decree.

3. That since the date of said Decree, ": arnended, the

righcs of the respective parties co the said suit have been adnirr-

istered under the direction of this court, through the lJater

Conunissioner, appointed annuai-ly by this Court as Provided in Ehe

il
ilsaid Deeree; that the said Decree provides that a Water Comis-
it
ll
!!"loo.r be appointed ar'rual1y by this Distri-ct' Court each' year at'
il
it

liCfre request of one or .lBore of the Parties to said acti'on; thatr the
lt -

ii . a t ! - --.-!1- ^-: -^a ^*^^-.'oral q;rri direnf arl trlli 
- 

r ---J-^J ^--^-.^-^t o*l J{-ant'ar{ r i

lisaia Comissioner shouli be authorized' emPohtered and directed to !

,r-i
li - E ^ -!-'! --- tt-^^l- -.'l-a+a {-'lra c.trl:a .crao :
iimake ,iivisions of aLi- waters of ,F.shley creek where the stte are -i
lirut*r frorn the nat*ral channel- thereof ; and thaE uncier his
,lrl

iiai=""t:.on there be coils;rucfeci ali darns, weirs and other liecessary
lill --r ---oaa.- ,{irr:iaiart rr€ llre
lixqur",rr.rur,a devices for the proper and correct division of the
tt

waters of Ashley Creek'

4. That since the date of said Decree' several persons,
ll .t
ilr,or p"r!i." to the original action, have acquired, deveioped or
iI
li ' ? | . t'-- 

^----r- --J
!.4
Ilnl.'irn f-iri., r.iqnr to use $Qrrie of the waters of Ashley creek and its
l'.L3J'aLil !atb. r Ac
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liattUrrtaries, which parties, have been' by order of chis Court'
ti.
iiruau parties'to this action by an order dated May 15, a962'

ii '5 - That the various parties and waEer users have, by
il J. -Irtsb . 

.

it
ii
!t

li agreerueilc, organized an Executive Conmittee wherein all' parties

ii ,nted and authorized to'conduct the joint business or
i: arg rePrgsgnEecr illl(J cruLlrL'a ^&es
lt

the water users of AshLeY Creek'

6.Thatthe.personsorcorporationshavingarightto
use the waters of AshLey creek'are entitled to vote at sueFr

:i -jiioeetings Pgtaining to the bu
:l

ii 
itt,t"t1ey. Creek in proporiion

'ii ^^+-nra'!-i nn

those olning water right's

ight of sueh Person or
OI

r

7r

siness

to tbe

llcorporation-
Itli 7. That on the - " "' 27xh day of 'April ' 1982' at a
ti

iir".rrrrg eall-ed for aLL of the users of the waters of AshLey Creek
itii - + , --.ll
lior tsheir rePresentatives to which meeting aLl users were gl"ven
at

it

iinotice and i-nvited to at.end, the Chai::nnan of the said Cornmittee

was authorized, by unanimous voce of aLL those present' to file

a petitioa on behalf of the Persons or corPorations owing rights

to Lhe use of the waters of Ashley creek reguesting this courL to

rea.ppoint David Rasnussen as l{ater Cormrissioner for the period

beginning April .7, i9E2 and encling April 6, 1983, and that t'he

sei..d .David Rasmus.sen, by reason of jris qualification ""U ,u"O:rience'

as Corranissioner of the water of Ashley Creek is conPetent ans 
i
;

iiquafified to act as l{ater Co:nnissioner'
li

ilNowTI{EREF0RE,.jITI'sHEREEYADJIIDGEDAI{DDECREED:: i

ii
t!
ilgor*rissioner of the waters of Ashley Creek and its tributaries' j

1!,oor.o creek is a tributary of Green River in uint'ah counEy' state :

lior u-rrr. for a period of one year beginning Apri'L 7 ' L982 and

ii*"aiog Ai:ril 6, r,g*3, of ur.riL furrher order of rhis cor:rt'- 3ie i$
ti , " -r-- --. P
li

iih.:re-by direcEed io adninlster ancl distribute the waiers oI.

iiounro, creek and irs rribuiaries by hinself or .*tt 
appoiaret

it
iidePuties rn accorcraus.' w'

iir.*" of rhe srate of urah, which , by reference are ruade a pari 
:

a

iin.r."r,n* the parries here'o in accordance rilh t'heir respecri'e

il..
ir
ri
ll
i:
ll r
{,
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Comaissioner shalL confer and'eounset with

Executive Csrmitree of tbe Ashley Creek tr'Jater

i:
ll io 11i" judgment it will increase the efficiency of water use.
ll
li , g. That the Corumissioner shall :tFme and appoint such

deputy or'deputies as he may need in the distribution of ihe

wsters of Ashley Creek and he is hereby- autharLzed to pay a

llruruooabl-e sa1-ary or wage and autonobile mileage to hirrself ano
. ti

it
ii *.rch persons as he may employ in earrying out the provisions of
iiil_
il tniu Order. He shai.l- notify the respeetive water users of their
ti--
il

iittoportionate share of the expense of carrying out the terras of
ii

li ti.i" Order, such notice shaLi direct the various water users to

iiO", such assessmer:ts at the office of the Conmissioner, the arrioiint:

ll
lignu, or or before July 1, 1982, and ihe noney paid to the Comnic-
i!
i\ - r ! . n ,
ii uior., shalL be hel<i by him in a trusc fund account and disbursed
t,

ii
ii ;o" purposes of paying enPenses invol'ved in carrying out the
ri
ii
i!provisions of this Order.ii'.Il +. The expenses of carrying oug the provisions of
fi
ti
llairi" order, BS esrfunared by the said co'nissioner at $15'000-00'
ti
il

ii "fr"if be paid by the Parties hereto in the foll'owing proporti'ons
!i

ilat 61 East Main Street, Vernal, Ucah, 84078:
iiFz
ii (A) rrir:rarY 'vY?:i'cer i]sers
ir ' -' ir::aety lr'ater Users io Pay the 557' in the
ii g^''i '1 ^='.1 n.' s.an nart-r'rr!"! tl .i, icrllowing., ProPorcions:
il r r 1--- 'r-- n Fmnqrrv'{f Ashley Upper lrri'gation CornPany '3277"
ll Colton Dii:cir CoruPinY ' 0367"

ii iteinaker Ditch Lorni:any 'a27'
ll A;hi;t c"r'tiaL rrrilation '335%
il niiov'Dirch co. {r'ni-. in Ashley Central
!i rrrigacion ConPanY)
ii sr IsLand-Ditch Conpany :i A747"

li t 
Pcd<is Dicch courPinY ' 

' 0i7"

ii ocii Poirrr CoinP'anY ' L987"

:r
l' t': 1.8) Ashiey Taiiey Reservoir Cornpany 207'
t,
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Uintah Wacer Conservancy District ,157.

All other Users lo7.
IN THE FOLLO'I-IING FROPORTIONS:

i1
;l
at

rl

it
5i

ii
.i

ii .

\1

i!
iiil
li
i; t
;t
ii
'i
il

llighiine Canal ConPanY
Dry Fori< Irrigaiion CoioPanY
Gerald Clark
Mosby irrigation CoroPanY
Piti Ditch ComPanY
Dualnre T. Johnson
fforgan Merki-eY
Lester ihiJ-iinger
i{enry ?eltier
Sadie HcConkie Estate
Rex'Gardner Estate

.257"
.107"
.057,
.257,
.05y,
.a5"4
.057
.057"
.a5"/"
.057"
.057"

ri provided, furcl:er that in the event the said gsr:^,rnissioner
!i

ii siai-l- overestimate the actuaJ. expenses incurred during the above
!'
' r-lra roni:inir r11 be carried forwarii toiiperior:, then the renaining balanee sh;

li"o.r*r expenses for the nent irrigation seasoD' and that in the
:!

il*.rurr, the said Conooissioner shall underestiriiace the actuaL ex-
.l

iip*r=." incurred during Ehe above period;'then he shal'L rePorg the
:

ir

!i".*u to this court and a further assessnent wilL be nade to 
'oee'ir'1

it - {

ii che exPense incurred'
i;li S. ThaE said Co'snaissiorrer shali distribute Ehe water
:i
itit
il"r said Ashl_ey creek at tshe weirs or points of diversion herero-
ti

ilro"* consrructed by the respective parties ancl approved by chis
it
;i-
iiCourC and where the said parties do not have ProPer weirs and

ii r r .a - L ..L--- ^L^'!'! .l-^F-'i

iirn*rsurement devices, i'r is hereby ordered Ehat they.shal-i insta-*
ii
iiri," saiae in a Eanner to be approved by the said conm,issioner,

wi-rich d6vices shall be nechanical and constlalcted in a aanner tb'a:

they r,rii_l shut off the waters of the respecEive ditches and caneie

r^rhea directed by the Co"Tmissioner, and that' each *'ser shal-l-' 6E

his own expense, provide a way to and from his diversion co that

the concnissioner shalL have the most convenient and reasonabJ'e

access EO each diversion aad nteasuring devi-ce.

S.Thatitisfurtherorderedthateachpartyhereco
iisiaii, ai his or its oFyli s)ipense, install a ?arstralL ?1me or

iiother $easuring Cevic"e a't the head of his or its ditch at a piace

ii
i;and in a rlannet to be approved by Ehe Comissioner'
riil 7. That the respective parties hereto are hereby orderec
t!
li -
!ii:o ponpry wrth the schecluJ,e of t'urns and other -rules and regul-a-

ii g - - r - - -:- 
:i . o*,J 'r,-rr-nrre,jiirj.ons as they rcay be given by the said Conmissioner and aPpro\rec

i' -
. f ,1.- ^ ^ ti^6rr -i-a anf't ?. I i|n 7- (, i::jai'b.,r tjrj.s Cor,irt in the use of ihe u;r;ers they are entitled Co ul^^ce:-

;'
ll,I'rhe te::Iiis or this Decree and che iaws of the state of uian'
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The Cornnissioner and hi.s deputies are hereby ordered

that in the event any of the parties hereto fail to

this Order, to shut off the'water of the said Parcy-

the faiJ.ure to this Cour8.'

B.

and directed

coinply rrith
and reporE

g. Thaf the said Commissioner as hereby direcEed to fili

a wrj.ttea reporg sf his actions and activities in the distribr.iiior';

of tire waters of Ashley Creek for the 1982-1983 irrigation seascil,

which report..shalL be filecl as soon after January, 1983 as may be

practical-.

10. ' ]t is further provided that j-n Ehe eweng any of the

ilproblem ana in the eveilt the Coimissioner or his deputy cannot

ii uuttf. such coritroversy, such person may present his probieu to

che Court for Final Determination'

DATED tbis 22nd daY of June, L982-

BY TITE COURT:

CEP.TIFICATE OF HATLING

llIt

tl
ii L hereby celrgjly that s1 rAis 22nd ciay of Jhrne, a982', I r*dLad a

ii*" *ri ;;;"c ccpy or cne furegorng ord€r Appoinri:lg lilarer ccmissicrnc,
ilrggz-rg83, b rire fo)-lowiag P€rs6rs:
t' r-ioatisn Co. Dr7 Fork lrrigatiot
iiernr.y iFps lrrigation Co' l

ii61 pasr Main S*eer 11070_t{crr}_Dry,Fork Cao'on

li;;#: i]*il -eaoza vernal' utah 84078
!i

il*ntuo csrrrat rrrigarirxr f,o. lqs'by rrrisatign @q"y
.i;^;:'-,--'rr*;--s'r.€€c *19 hs. Dorottry Pelcigir'i "'':>L r'":-t.r "il;;; 8080 .tbrth Dry Fork %tywi
iiVsi,a:., I-Ii=ii E/+078

" 
-'-'- Ve:i-'al' UE h 8l+07E

iiT.slald Dltch Co- .. s :a---
frl Easi }iain sireet iie*qy--Peltia
v;rrrl; U;ii -eaOZS 

-8080 
uo':uh Dry ?ork ca?vcrt

V€rnal, Utah '$074

Prock Point Cam.ll Co.
6l- East l'rain street }i:4gar l&rlcley^ 

-.vill; iJt"h 84078 t3B9 l+crrrh 2500 Hest

? ' utah 84078

Ui.:nt.'rh Wlter C.oirsenrancy Dd-saict
is '**rc 3325 Nort::- htln? t' :lE:g
v;;i; urrh v.+a78 3?J6 Ss,tih 3690'l6sr

West Vdliey Cicy, Ucah 64i2C

;

Davi-
IisEriet

il

ilparties hereEo shaLL di-si!tiiparties hereEo shaLL di.sagree with the Chair^uian of the sai-<i 1t'3c€T
ra l- -
t!ii
ii.r"ur" coaroitfee, then he is hereby authorized to confer directly
itrr 

^{aci^rrar nrr }-r"is drrrrrrt-v cc ' ' - --- distributionilurith the Cormissioner or his deputy concerni-ng any
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C.ffinI-IeAIE 6 MAIIJIS (Coatinr:ed)

frsifley Valley ltessvoir Co-
5i East }bi.rr Sureet
'v'1::a1,,. YtFh 84078

Sreir.aler Sitch C0:
c/o l,rtooriy B. Seari-e
i575 ltrest 2775 riorth
'r7ernai, Utah 84078

ikrrdy Dicch Co.
c/o ittallace R- An<ierscn"t

i Z+l+ I^r'est 1500 l{orrfr
vernaL, Utah 84078

i xirhljne cffia-1 co. "

i 6i-fasc $ain Sureet
i !'ernaJ-, utah 84078
t

i ;,i* Dirch co.
i c/o i'loody B. Searle

1575 l.Iest 2775 North
Vernal, Utah 84078

i Ger-ald Claiic
i i:cOc i{orth h7 Fork! IJVVV

! VernaL, Utah 84078

LesEer iEullinge
8016 lbrth Dr7 Fork Canyonr
Vernal, Utah' 8y';078

Sedie $cCcnicte Estate
Dry Fork Canycn
Vernal, Utah 84078

Dodds Diuch Co.
c/o ioseph Dodds
241-2 lioath 1500 Wesc
Vernal, Utah 84078

U. S. Brre.str of ReclaaEion
125 Souch Srate
sal-t Lake city, utah

Co1ttrl Ditch
c/o Janes Drolli4ger
1755 Norrth 500 East
Vernal, Utah 84078



IJ,TUT,I.)SED WATER DELIVERY SCH.UDULE I'OR ASHLEY CREEK AND TRTBUTARIES

rt is proposed' t9 devide to divide the water of Ashley creek and
Dry Fork j-n accordance with the decreed water rights as closbly as
can be followed. However until these rights have been estblished
on a more flrm basis, the dj-stribution as set out in the past will
be followed durj-ng the coming irrigation season.

THIS SCHEDULE IS AS FOLLOWS:

L. Firm flow will be distributed pro-rated on the followj-ng schedule:
A. WATER USERS of CANAL COMPANY % of flow

1. Ashley Upper Irrigation Company 36.3
2. Steinaker Ditch 2.0
3. Ashley Central Canal Company 33.5
4. Island Ditch 7.4
5. Dodds Ditch 1.0
6. Rock Point Canal Company 19.8

1 00.0

11. Transmountaln Diversion, Applications, of Certificates will have
Water delj-vered 1n accordance with priori.ty.

A.:. Ashley Valley Reservoi.r Company Water is to be delivered
From Brush Creek Drainage through a transmountain diver-
sion with L0% being assessed as transmissj.on charges.

B. Highline Canal Company water to be delivered in accordance
with their applicatj.on.
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation water to be delj.vered through
the Thorberg d,j-versions as per allication.
A11 private diversions j,n accordance wj.th their applicatj.ons
rights

1l-L. Dry Fork right will be delivered in accordance with Dry Fork
Decree with no release of low flow to the prlmary water rights
of Ashley Creek and all Applications and certificates wiII
be dellvered in accordance with their priority.

LV. This schedule is to be applied as proposed until a more
equitable schedule of all rlghts may be developed. Changes
in thls schedule will be made as additlonal informati.on
becomes available.

D.



VERNAL UNIT, CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT

During the Lg82 irrigation season the foltowing deliver'ies

were made under the Vernal Unit Irrigation Contracts:

Highline Canal 1'560'0

Ashley Upper Irrigation Company 6'854'8

Colton Ditch 136'6

Rock Point Cana1 509'0

Island Ditch 227 '8

AshIeY Central Canal 2'473'8

LL ,962.0

Thiswasa30%decreaseintheirrigationdeliveries

over the LgSL irrigation season. During Lg82 Ashley creek showed

the highest water yeild of record since the vernal Unit began

operating in L962.

The Board of Directors, iD anticipation of a good water

year, had set the water allotment at' 1.0 acre-fOot per share

and at the cLose of the irrigatj'on season' there were approximately

6,OOO acre-feet of undelivered project water' This water allot-

ment will be a carry-over into the 1983 irri'gation season up to

May 1,5, 1983 -

StorageinSteinakerReserviorwasstartedonNovemberl,

1981, ds provided for by the Bureau of Reclamation rights' on

November 1 there were 17,OOO acre-feet of usable capacity in

steinaker Reservior. A fuII reservior with storage of 33'280

acrea-feet was reached on t'lay 29' Lg82'

Followingthefillingofthereservoir,alargeamountof

water continued to flow past the Thornburg Diversion Dam and'

down Ashley creek and was not util Lzed' in Ashley Valley by the

canal comPanies.



VERNAL UNIT, CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT

During the Lg82 irrigation season the following deliverles

were made under the vernal unit Irrigation contracts:

itighline Cana1 L'660'0

Ashley Upper Irrigation Company 6'854'8

Co.Iton Ditch 13 6 ' 6

Rock Point Canal 509'0

Island Ditch 227 '8

AshleY Central Canal 2'473'8

LL ,962 .O

This was a 30% decrease in the irrigat'ion deliveries

over the 1981 irrigation season. During Lg82 Ashley creek showed

the highest water yeild of record since the vernal Unit began

operating in L962.

The Board of Directors, in anticipation of a good water

year, had set the r'rater allotment at 1.0 acre-foot per share

and at the c]ose of the irrigation season, there were approxj'mately

6,OOO acre-feet of undelivered project water' This water allot-

ment will be a carry-over into the l'983 irrigation season up to

May 15, 1983.

StorageinSteinakerReserviorwasstartedonNovemberL,

1.981, 3s provided for by the Bureau of Reclamation rights' on

November 1 there were L?,ooo acre-feet of usable capacity i'n

steinaker Reservior. A full reservior with storage of 33'280

acrea-feet was reached on l"lay 29' Lg82'

Followingthefillingofthereservoir,alargeamountof

water continued to flow past the Thornburg Diversion Dam and

down Ashley Creek and was not utj'Iized in Ashley Valley by the

canal comPanies.



SUMMAR.Y -OF THE 1982. DISTRIBUTION OF ASHLEY CREEK

Ear1ey forcast, of water supply indicated a possible shortage

for irrigation water in L982, however late storms and an ideal

run-off turned the year into a good water year for irrigation.

Diverslons began on May L, L982, wi.th a total flow on May

L, L982, of 59.0 cfs. By lvlay 31, L982, the creek had reached

632.0 cfs, with 3230 acre-feet being stored in Steinaker

Reservior and the balance.of the total 28,494 acre-feet used

for early irrlgation. The high peak flow for the year was also

recorded on May 27, L982 at a flow of L258 cfs.

June yeilded a t,ota] of 29,874 acre-feet and marked the

filling of Steinaker Reservior on June L, L982. A total of

approximately 7,380 acre-feet was by passed and spilled on

down lower Ashley Creek.

July yeilded a total of 11,908 acre-feet of which 970

acre-feet came from Ashley Valley Reservior Company syst'em

(Long Park Reservior and Ash1ey Twin Lakes) -

August yeilded a tot,al of 6,408 acre-feet, of which 1376 acre-

feet came from Ashley Valley Reservior Company.

September yeilded a total of 5,966 acre-feet with L270

acre-feet being released from Reserviors-

Due to early storms no water was used for irrigation during

October and the flow of Ashley Creek was by-passed on down lower

Ashley Creek.

Construction continued on the Oaks Park Reservi,or Canal

and should result in approxlmately 500 acre-feet of water saved

in the coming year.

The Highline Canal Company Deep Creek project was completed

and used for the first fuII season. Approximately 490 acre-feet



weue iliverted f.trom the North side of the Uinta draj-nage over the

South slde and used for irrigatj-on under the Highline Canal. A

continual recorder has been obtained and will be i-nstalled

during L983 in order to obtain a more accurate record of what

water comes from this Project.
Outlook f or irigation water supply is excellent for 1983.

Snow surveys indicate the possibilities of 150% of normal for

the projected run-off. Flooding may be a problem of concern,

depending on how the run-off occurs.

Ashley Val1ey is eligible for participation in the federal

salinity control program during L983 and many farmers may plan

to take advantage of the program and improve their irrigation

systems on farm. This should result in more efficent use of

water and help insure a fulI water supply for acres i.Eigated.
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